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The Annual Rocky Mountain Aeromodelers Contest was held on Labor Day weekend, August 30-31
at the Front Range Airport east ramp. The weather was fair and mild, with the usual amount of wind,
OK on Saturday and delayed things a little on Sunday, but all around pretty nice.
Folks turned out on Thursday to set up the cones, spectator ropes, portalets, trash barrels, and the
speed netting. Greg and his Bobcat and trailer hauled all the equipment out from the storage shed.
Saturday events included Speed; Old Time, Classic and Profile Stunt; Mouse, 15 Scale, and Fox Racing. The stunt flyers were practicing as the sun came up, and the racing started promptly at nine.
While the stunt competition went on in the first circle, the Mouse heats were run in the next circle, accompanied by lots of feverish flying, false starts, and good pitting for the most part.
Balloon Pop after lunch was dominated by Kaige Jones who managed to get all three balloons in a record time on 43 seconds! Kaige with his Dad Rich was in great form all weekend in both racing and
speed contests.
The 15 Scale race was won by Tom Chambers with brother Jerry as pilot. The first race was between
pilots Lynn Boss and myself, wherein I crashed out during the first interval. Lynn went on to place
third in the final.
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CONTEST REPORT
Sunday dawned pretty windy, and stunters and racers hing out until the wind abated slightly.
The Contest director, Larry Fuehrer, called for the Mouse Race to start at 10:30.
The Mouse Race started promptly with three up, with Kaige Jones, Leroy Fuehrer, and Tony
Livaudais. You’ll be happy to know that all finished the 100 laps, but how is a mystery. Every
known mishap occurred during the race including crashes, bad landings, crossed lines, broken
props, burnt out glo plugs, restarting problems, etc. It must have been great fun to watch. Kaige
was the eventual winner, Leroy second, and yours truly bringing up the rear. My pit man, Bill
Ledden, was exhausted.
Not much happened after that, and after a while I packed up and went home to recuperate.
Great Contest!

Action during the 15 Scale race. Dave
Rolley pitting for Leroy Fuehrer, pilot
on the left, with Jerry Chambers piloting Tom Chambers plane, the eventual
winner.
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CONTEST PICTURES
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SEPTEMBER MEETING
The September meeting was held at the Hoffman Firehouse per usual. Their were 13 members in
attendance. I assumed the role of writing the minutes in Bob Barthel’s absence.
Things got underway at 7:13 with Tom Chambers dropping the gavel and commenting on the success of the contest the previous weekend. The attendance was up from last year with Jim Rhodes
and a few other stunt flyers coming in. Unfortunately no sign of Burt Goldsmith from the Albuquerque area.
Larry Fuehrer gave a report on the contest proceeds and called for a big round of applause for Bob
Barthel, who worked tirelessly all weekend at the Registration table taking care of business. Thank
you Bob from all of us. Larry had a jug of fuel for sale that had been used at the contest. No takers
so we decided to save it for flying at Lynn’s on Sept 20th. Take note.
Bill Ledden cautioned the racers present about the importance of not landing outside the outer circle. There had been several close calls during the racing.
Bob Spahr mentioned that laser kits for the ICARUS are available from Eddy at Action Hobbies/
Laser Works, 2005 9th St, Wichita Falls TX 76301. His phone number is (940) 766-2667. His
email is actionhobbieswftx@yahoo.com. Bob’s number is (720) 981-9908 if you want more information.

Larry Fuehrer suggested a pit stop contest for the next FunFly on Sept 20th. The contest would time
the pit stop from the moment the plane lands and stops motion anywhere on the circle to the same
point one complete lap after restarting. Sounds like fun, no?
Dave Rolle introduced the idea of the club trying the Super Slow Rat instead of the Fox Race. He
passed around a page showing the comparison of the 2 classes. The primary difference between the
2 events os the engine, which in SSR is “any stock plain bearing engine with maximum displacement of .25 cu.in., with mods including venture and needle valve/spray bar, and bolts. (see description on the next page. This could be an LA25 or similar which is much easier to restart, readily
available, and economical of price and fuel. (new Fox .35 engines are now basically unobtainable)
The same airplane we are using for Fox Race would qualify for SSR, so no new construction would
be required initially.
Sounds to me like a great idea. I personally don’t own an LA25 but I know where I can get one
(Rich) and I know many of you are already in possession of one. An adapter plate can easily be
constructed to adapt the bolt pattern from Fox to LA, and we’re in business.
I personally would also like to see the inclusion of a shut-off for more precise pitting and better
control of the airplane in the event of a lean needle, etc.
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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Also during the meeting, there was a lot of discussion about the inclusion of heat races for 15
Scale Race, or Goodyear.
The current Denver Rules for this event do not provide for such, although the Event Director
could allow them, and would have to program exactly how they would be run, and when.
The major argument for changing our rules would be to alert out-of-town participants to the contest so they would know what to expect. Since we have only had one out-of-town visitor in recent
memory, Burt Goldsmith, this doesn’t seem to be such a big deal.
The real significance is that more flying would be possible, very good in my view.
Greg Settle told us about a buzz box he has which can measure the efficiency of a prop by listening to the sound of the engine as it goes around the circle. He demonstrated this at the meeting by
playing a recording of the sound of a speed ship and using the buzz box to measure it. You will
have to talk to Greg personally if you are interested in further info. I am at my limit now, and
probably got it wrong anyway.
A potential new member attended the meeting, Walt Bechta, who said he would come to Mapleton on Sunday but had not shown up as of 12:30 when I left the field.
During Show and Tell, Rolle passed around a picture of a racing tank designed and in use by Bill
Bischoff and others which has a useful feature: the ability to short tank without measuring or any
other gadgeteering. See picture page 9.

SUNDAY AT MAPLETON

RIAN HOGSETT MAKES IT MAPLETON

6

The Probable Cause . . . .

SUPER SLOW RAT (SSR)
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FUTURE EVENTS

A FunFly is scheduled for the 20th of September at Boss Field.
I have requested the the Coliseum parking lot be made available for the 21st and 28th of September. I will advise if this is going to be OK.
The next meeting will be October 4th at the Hoffman Firehouse.
I have one request for the next meeting. To whomever sets up the tables and chairs, could we
please have a “roundtable” setting instead of the deadly “classroom” setup. It is so much nicer
to sit at a table to write or take notes, and having the members sitting around the tables allows
us to see each other better and is much more democratic. Also better for show and tell. Please!
And finally, Rolle showed us 6-views of some BOORAY planes that he is looking at scaling
for his next .15 Scale Racer. See below, and call Dave or myself if you would like a larger
copy.
Ed
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THE BISCHOFF RACING TANK
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SOME NICE EXAMPLES

CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT, BILL
BISCHOFF’S BOORAY

BILL BISCHOFF’S SSR WITH BRODAK 25

MIKE GREB’S SSR WITH THUNDER
TIGER 25
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